IN THE CLAIMS : 

. J I ' J 

Please cancel Claims 29, 31, 37, and 39, without prejudice to or disclaimer of 
the subject matter contained therein. 



Please amend Claims 27, 28, 32, 35, 40, 43, and 44 as follows. A marked-up 
copy of Claims 27, 28, 32, 35, 40, 43, and 44, showing the changes being made thereto, is 
attached. Please note that alfclaims currently pending in this application are being reproduced 
below for the Examiner's convenience. 



27. 1 (Amended) A printing control apparatus for controlling a printer having 
a stapling function for ctinding together a plurality of sheets of printing paper that have been 
printed out at one of a plurality staplable positions and a plurality of paper feed trays, comprising: 

acquisition means for acquiring paper feed tray information of said printer in 
response to an institution agqumng a device information; and 

selection n|ea|is for selecting a paper feed tray from among a plurality of paper 

feed trays; 

first setting n&ans for setting a binding location; and 
limitation mearls for limiting the staplable position on the basis of said paper 

feed tray information related to sail paper feed tray selected by said selection means and said 

binding location set by said first settmg means. 



2B. (Amended) The apparatus according to claim 27, farther comprising 
second setting mea^s for setting a size of a printing paper, 

lerein said limitation means limits the staplable position on the basis of the 
size of the printing ^aper set by said second setting means and the feed tray selected by said 
selection means. 



29. 



CANCELLED 



30. 1 (Unamended) The apparatus according to claim 27, further comprising 
display means |brmispl|Lying of a staplable position and an unstaplable position in an identifiable 



screen. 



31. ICANCELLED 



32. (kmended) The apparatus according to claim 27, wherein said printing 
control apparatus is prepared for in a host computer which communicates with a printer by an 
interactive interface, wherein, 

said acquis|tion means acquires the paper information, which includes setting 
direction and size of the printing paper for each paper feed tray prepared for in said printer, from 
said printer by said interactive|interface according to the designation of a user, and 

said limitation means associates paper information acquired by said acquisition 
means with the paper information of the paper feed tray selected by the said selection means 



according to the instruction of the user from among the list of a plurality of paper feed trays 
displ^ed in the display unit and limits the staplable position on the basis of the associated paper 
information. 

33. (Unamended) The apparatus according to claim 32, further comprising 
display coiftrol means for displaying the paper information of a plurality of paper feed trays 
acquired by §aid acquisition means, 

wherein each paper information includes setting direction and size of the paper. 

34. (Unamended) The apparatus according to claim 32, further comprising: 
ievice list generation means for generating device list information; and 
Ievice selection means for selecting the device corresponding to instruction of 

the user from among lists based on the generated device list information, 

wherein said acquisition means is for acquiring paper information for each 
paper feed tray of the Ievice selected by said selection means. 

35. V Amended) A printing control method for controlling a printer having a 
stapling function for binding together a plurality of sheets of printing paper that have been 
printed out at one of a plurality of staplable positions and a plurality of paper feed trays, 
comprising the steps of: 

acquiring paler feed tray information of said printer in response to an 
instruction acquiring a device information; 



selecting a paper feed tray from among a plurality of paper feed trays; 
setting a binding location; and 

Imiting the staplable position on the basis of said paper feed tray information 
related to said paWbr feed tray selected by said selection means and said binding location set. 



step of setting a ; 



printing paper and 



6. (Unamended) The method according to claim 35, further comprising a 

of a printing paper, wherein 
lid limiting step limits the staplable position on the basis of the size of the 
he selected feed tray. 



step of displaying o 




37/ CANCELLED 



(Unamended) The method according to claim 35, further comprising a 
a staplable position and an unstaplable position in an identifiable screen. 



391 CANCELLED 



40. 1 (Amended) The method according to claim 35, wherein said printing 
control method is prepared for in a host computer which communicates with a printer by an 
interactive interface, wherein, 



the acquiring 
each paper feed tray prepared 



tep includes setting direction and size of the printing paper for 
r in said printer, from said printer by the interactive interface 
according to the designation ojF a user, and 

the limiting step associates paper information acquired by said acquiring step 
with the paper information pf the paper feed tray selected in the selecting step according to the 
instruction of the user from among the list of a plurality of paper feed trays displayed in the 
display unit and limits th J staplable position on the basis of the associated paper information. 



41 . I (Unamended) The method according to claim 40, further comprising a 
display contriSi step forfdisplaying the paper information of a plurality of paper feed trays 



acquired in 



saip acqui|ing|step, 

wherein each paper information includes setting direction and size of the paper. 



(Unamended) The method according to claim 40, further comprising 

the steps of: 

generating device list information; and 

selecting the device corresponding to instruction of the user from among lists 
based on the generated device list information, wherein 

said acquiring step acquires paper information for each paper feed tray of the 

selected device. 



431 (Amended) A computer executable program for executing a printing 
control method for controlling a printer having a stapling function for binding together a plurality 
of sheets of printinjpaper that have been printed out at one of a plurality staplable positions and 
a plurality of paper Heed trays, the program comprising instructions for performing the steps of: 

acquiring paper feed tray information of said printer in response to an 
instruction acquiring a device information; 

se .ecting a paper feed tray from among a plurality of paper feed trays; 

se ting a binding location; and 

limiting the staplable position on the basis of said paper feed tray information 

i 

related to said paper feed tray selected by said selection means and said binding location set. 



program co 




(Amended) A recording medium on which is stored machine readable 
suting a printing control method for controlling a printer having a stapling 



function for binding together a plurality of sheets of printing paper that have been printed out at 
one of a plurality stap! ;able positions and a plurality of paper feed trays, said program code 
comprising instructior s for performing the steps of: 

i 

acquiring paper feed tray information of said printer response to an instruction 
acquiring a device information; 

selecting a paper feed tray from among a plurality of paper feed trays; 
setting a binding location; and 

limiting the staplable position on the basis of said paper feed tray information 



related to said paper feeditray selected by said selection means and said binding location set. 



